
Jesus. Key teachings.  
 
Jesus’s life and teachings are just as radical today as they 
were 2000 years ago. It’s easy to call ourselves Christians. 
But are we really willing to accept and follow everything 
Jesus taught? 
All of Christ’s teachings are important, but here are some of 
the most challenging: 

1) Love your enemies – Matthews 5.43-47 

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, 
what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same? 

2) Turn the other cheek – Matthew 5.38-42 

You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who 
is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him 
the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your 
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one 
who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would 
borrow from you. 

3) God or money: you have to choose – Matthew 6.24 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

4) Don’t worry about anything, seek God instead – 
Matthew 6.25-26, 31-33 

[D]o not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they? […] Therefore do not 
be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after 
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

5) Many are on the path to destruction, and only a few 
even find the way to life – Matthew 7.13-14 

Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is 
easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 

many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads 
to life, and those who find it are few. 

6) You must deny yourself, take up your cross daily, and 
follow Jesus – Luke 9.23-25 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 

7) Jesus : Everyone else – Luke 14.26 

If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

8) There is a place of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” – 
Matthew 13-41-43 

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out 
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and 
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, 
let him hear. 

9) Rejoice when you are persecuted on account of Jesus 
– Matthew 5.10-11 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you 
when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

10) Luke’s version of the Beatitudes – Luke 6. 20-23 

Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God. 
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be 
satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
Blessed are you when people hate you and when they 
exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on 
account of the Son of Man! 
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward 
is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets. 

11) …and their corresponding Woes – Luke 6.24-26 

But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 
consolation. 
Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 
Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their 
fathers did to the false prophets. 



12) The world hated Jesus, so expect the world to hate 
Christians – John 15.18-20 

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you 
as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you. 

13) Serve the poor, or go to hell – Matthew 25.41-46 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will 
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 

14) Jesus is the only way to God – John 14.6 

I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
 
Sayings about Jesus.  
 
I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the 
Nazarene. Jesus is too colossal for the pen of phrase-
mongers, however artful¡¨. He further added: “No man can 
read the gospels without feeling the actual presence of 
Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is 
filled with such life. Theseus and other heroes of his type 
lack the authentic vitality of Jesus.” 
 
 — Albert Einstein – Scientist and Mathematician 
 
“A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a 
sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and 
became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act.”  
 
— Mahatma Gandhi, Indian political leader (1869-1948) 
 
 
Above all the grace and the gifts that Christ gives to his 
beloved is that of overcoming self. 
 
Francis 
 
Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered 
more millions than Alexander the Great, Caesar, 
Mohammed, and Napoleon; without science and learning, he 
shed more light on things human and divine than all 
philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence 

of school, he spoke such words of life as were never spoken 
before or since, and produced effects which lie beyond the 
reach of orator or poet; without writing a single line, he set 
more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more 
sermons, orations, discussions, learned volumes, works of 
art, and songs of praise than the whole army of great men of 
ancient and modern times. –Philip Schaff 
 
Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the Child 
of a peasant woman. He worked in a carpenter shop until He 
was thirty, and then for three years He was an itinerant 
preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. 
He never owned a home. He never had a family. He never 
went to college. He never put His foot inside a big city. He 
never travelled two hundred miles from the place where He 
was born. He never did one of the things that usually 
accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself. 
He had nothing to do with this world except the naked power 
of His Divine manhood. While still a young man, the tide of 
popular opinion turned against Him. He was turned over to 
His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was 
nailed to a Cross between two thieves. His executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while 
He was dying—and that was His coat. When He was dead 
He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the 
pity of a friend. Such was His human life—He rises from the 
dead. Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and 
today He is the Centrepiece of the human race and the 
Leader of the column of progress. I am within the mark when 
I say that all the armies that ever marched, and all the navies 
that ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, 
and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not 
affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has 
that One Solitary Life.  
 
--James C. Hefley 
 
At every turn, Jesus does and says things that should shake 
us to our roots 
 
Carmody Grey. Theologian  
 
Fundamentally, our Lord's message was Himself. He did not 
come merely to preach a Gospel; He himself is that Gospel. 
He did not come merely to give bread; He said, "I am the 
bread." He did not come merely to shed light; He said, "I am 
the light." He did not come merely to show the door; He said, 
"I am the door." He did not come merely to name a 
shepherd; He said, "I am the shepherd." He did not come 
merely to point the way; He said, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life." 
 
 --J. Sidlow Baxter 

 
 


