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Year 8 Term One

Lesson 2: What's Different about Religion Class?
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Learning Intentions

In this lesson you will be learning:

that there are many world faiths and
religious believers;

why studying Religious Education is
important;

how religious faith can help us in our
lives.
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Match each of the symbols with one of the
five major world religions named below.

Islam
Hinduism
Buddhism
Judaism
Christianity
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One of the following statements is true and

two are false. Which statement is true?
1. Only one quarter of the world’s
population consider themselves to be

religious.

2. One half of the world'’s population
consider themselves to be religious.

. Three-quarters of the world’s population
consider themselves to be religious.
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The true statement is:
Statement 3:

Three-quarters of the world's population
consider themselves to be religious.

Does the answer surprise you? Why/Why
not?
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What's different about Religion class?
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« Religion is a very special subject. In

Religion class we take time to reflect on
the world and on life. This helps us to be
more aware of the presence of God in the
world.

People of all religions are interested in
learning about God. Religion class gives
us the opportunity to do that.

In Religion class we learn about the
beliefs and practices of our own religion
as well as about those of other faith
traditions.
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Why is Religion a special and
important subject?

Religion class helps to nurture our
relationship with God and with others
and encourages us to value and care for
the environment.

It helps us to grow in our knowledge and
understanding of what it means to be a
person of faith in today’s world.

It encourages us to ask questions

about the world, about ourselves and
about other people, and this helps us to
understand where different beliefs come
from and why people view the world
differently.
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Why is Religion a special and
important subject?

« Religion class helps us to learn about and respect the
religious beliefs of others, as well as helping us to be
more confident about expressing our own faith.

o Religious Education helps us to be informed about (or
simply ‘to know’) what our faith teaches so that we can
make good decisions about what to believe, what things
are most important and how to make good choices.

/7 « Religion class will challenge you to think and act justly
and help you to identify the values and attitudes that
influence your behaviour and the behaviour of others.

It will constantly remind you of how special you are to
God, and that God loves you and is with you at all times.
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A time to pray

Sign of the Cross All
Through our study of Religion,
Teacher help us, God, to grow in mind,
Thank you, God, for giving us body and spirit, and to deepen
this special time to grow closer our relationship with you and Y
to you and to one another. with others.
We pray that we will become Bless us, O God, as we work
more aware of your presence in together. Guide us through each
our lives and in the world. day. Bless us with new kinds of
knowledge and wisdom. May we
We pray that we will be open always live in your way. Amen.

to the promptings of the Holy

Spirit, who will help us to live Sign of the Cross
in the way Jesus showed us. We

pray together...
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