Back To School Assembly

The following set of activities are adaptable ideas for use in an assembly at the beginning of the new school year. The overall theme is on having a positive attitude towards life and making the most of opportunities in the year ahead.

Good to be back?
Everyone has an opinion on school, and a lot of young people aren’t shy on sharing what they think! As a light-hearted introduction to your assembly, welcome everyone and ask them to show whether they are happy or unhappy about being back in school by giving a ‘thumbs up’ or ‘thumbs down’. Try and get any teachers to join in with this too – you might get some interesting results!

Regardless of the outcome to the exercise, make a comment saying that whether people are happy or unhappy about being back at school, this year will have some great opportunities. You might like to mention some of the particular things that will occur this year (although try and keep it positive):

· Year 7 students will be settling into a new school

· Year 9 students will be choosing their GCSE subjects

· Year 11, 12 & 13 students will be sitting exams

· You could also refer to any planned school events or trips

Explain that the beginning of the school year is a good time to look ahead and think about the positive opportunities that you have.

Snakes & Ladders
This activity involves the whole assembly playing a condensed version of the classic Snakes and Ladders board game. It will take some preparation in advance, so make sure you carefully think through how it will work in your school. You will need:

· A large foam dice or alternative way of randomly selecting numbers between 1 and 6. Having numbers on ping-pong balls in a bag is a good option.

· A custom Snakes and Ladders game board. To enable the game to move quickly, create a board that is only 4×4 squares wide with a maximum of 3 ladders and 3 snakes on it. Ideally the board should be visible to everyone so you could use a PowerPoint slide, or an overhead projector and acetate to project it onto the wall. For smaller groups, a physical board could be marked out on the floor using props for the snakes and ladders. You can download an image of the board from the schoolswork.co.uk website. 
· 2 playing pieces and a way of moving them across your board. This could be by sticking objects to a screen (or simply pointing to the relevant square), placing items on the overhead projector, or asking students to physically walk it out on the floor.

Split the assembly into two teams by dividing the two halves of the room where they are sitting, and explain that they will be playing against each other in the game. The playing pieces start at the bottom left hand side of the board and the first team to reach the 16th square (top left) wins the game.

Get each team to takes turns rolling the dice (or other method you are using) by choosing a different volunteer for each round. Move the counter across the board for the number of squares that they rolled. Obviously, if they land on a snake’s head they move down to the tail, and if they land on the bottom of a ladder they move up to the top of the ladder. Keep the game moving quickly and congratulate the team that wins.

At the end of the game explain that a new school year can bring with it many opportunities and challenges. Sometimes things will be frustrating and difficult like sliding down a snake, but there will also be some great, exciting times that are like climbing a ladder. Explain that how we respond to these challenges and opportunities is really important! Wouldn’t it be good to make the most of every opportunity that comes our way?

Video Clip: Yes Man
Many of the young people will have seen the Jim Carrey movie Yes Man, where the lead character Carl decides to say “yes” to every opportunity presented to him. Show the official movie trailer (available on YouTube), which outlines the exciting changes that happen to Carl as a result of him being open to new things. Alternatively if you do not have facilities for showing video, consider using an excerpt from the original book ‘Yes Man’ by Danny Wallace.

In the movie, Carl learns a lot and changes his life for the better by being willing to give things a go. In a similar way, the Bible tells us to make good use of every opportunity (Ephesians 5:16). We don’t need to say “yes” to everything like Carl did – but making the most of an opportunity can have a dramatic effect!

Zacchaeus
Briefly tell the story from Luke 19:1-10 about the lonely, miserable tax collector who ripped everyone off by stealing from them. We can guess that his life wasn’t going too well!

When Jesus came to the town, Zacchaeus knew that it was too good an opportunity to pass up so did everything he could to see Jesus, even climbing a nearby tree! When Jesus stopped, looked up and invited himself to Zacchaeus’ house, Zacch made the most of it. As a result of meeting Jesus that day, Zacchaeus turned his life around giving back four times the money he had stolen and deciding to give away half his stuff to the poor!

Reflection
To end the assembly, ask the students to quietly take a moment to think about the following questions:

· What opportunities might you have this school year?

· How are you going to respond to the opportunities that you are given? Will you let them go, or make the most of them like Carl and Zacchaeus did?

As you begin this new school year, be positive and take the opportunities that come your way.

Assembly 2.

his assembly looks at the feelings of children and teachers as they start the new school year

All over the land schools start back this week. Most young people will be starting in a new class with a new teacher and many will be starting at a new school.

Resources
None

Introduction
Well, it’s the start of another new year at school. It’s lovely to see all the old, familiar faces and lots of new ones, too. For some of you this is your first year in our school – for others, it’s your last. We also have several new members of staff [introduce them, if appropriate].

We’re all starting new classes and will be learning new things this year – and I include teachers in this, too. We never stop learning throughout our teaching lives and, I hope, you’ll never stop learning throughout your lives, too.

Of course the first week of school is also a nervous time. We all have new routines to settle into, and there are people new to the school who need help finding their classroom or the playground or the toilets or the staffroom. But I’m sure everyone here will be helpful and patient with the newest members of our school.

I’m sure you can all remember what it feels like to be the new boy or the new girl: whether you’re worried about getting lost, being late, or doing or saying the wrong thing. What did you most worry about when you were new? [Take suggestions]
Yes, we’ve all had those worries! What were the things that took all your fears away? Was it something someone said or something someone did or was it just realising that there was nothing to worry about? [Take suggestions]
Today’s story is about someone’s first day at a new school – her name is Jenny.

Story: Jenny’s First Day 


Jenny checked her pencil case for what must have been the millionth time – and for the millionth time she could see that she had two blue pens, two black pens and two red pens, six pencils, a fistful of coloured pencils, a packet of highlighters (blue, yellow, green and pink), a set of felt-tip pens, two rubbers, two rulers and a pair of scissors that folded neatly.

Of course then she also had to check the rest of her school bag: notebooks, folders and writing paper.

‘Right, I’m off then, mum!’ she called up the stairs.

‘Are you going now?’ said her mum. ‘It’s a bit early.’

‘I just don’t want to be late on my first day,’ said Jenny.

Her mum gave her a big hug. ‘I’m sure it will all be fine. They seem like a friendly lot.’

Jenny nodded. ‘Yes, they were all really nice when the head showed me ‘round. There was another new girl, too, so I won’t be the only one.’

She tugged on her new coat and headed for the front door.

‘Have you got your lunchbox?’ called her mum.

‘Oh no!’ said Jenny. ‘I’ve left it in the fridge.’

She dashed to get it.

‘And your bottle of water?’ said her mum, trying not to smile.

Jenny dashed back to the fridge for a second time and scooped up a bottle of water. It slipped through her fingers and bounced on the floor. The lid exploded sending a fountain of water across Jenny’s new skirt.

‘Oh no! I’ll have to go and change! I’ll be late for sure!’

‘It’s just water,’ said her mum reassuringly. ‘It’ll have dried by the time you get to school. No-one will notice.’

Jenny wasn’t sure but a glance at the clock convinced her that her mum was right.
She gave her a quick hug and ran out of the door.

‘Your bag!’ yelled her mum after her.

Jenny ran back in, picked up her school bag and hurtled back out of the door.

She arrived at school red-faced and hot.

Her hands were sweaty and shaking ever so slightly and she had a nervous tummy that was doing loop-the-loops like an Olympic gymnast.

Mrs Adams, the headteacher, saw her arrive.

‘Hello, Jenny! How nice to see you again. We’re really looking forward to having you here in our school. I hope you’ll be very happy here.’

‘Thanks, Mrs Adams,’ said Jenny. ‘I’m sure I’ll be fine. I’m just a bit nervous – first day nerves and all that.’

‘I remember my first day,’ said Mrs Adams. ‘The heating broke down; then there was a fire drill and I didn’t know what to do. I lost half my class for nearly a quarter of an hour. I got a right telling off from my headteacher, Mr Pierce. He should have been called ‘Mr Fierce’. After such a terrible start nothing could be so bad ever again – and it wasn’t. We haven’t got any fire drills scheduled for today so I’m sure you’ll be fine. Let me show you to your classroom.’

Jenny wasn’t at all reassured by Mrs Adams’ story – if anything she felt even more nervous. A fire drill! She hadn’t even thought about that. She looked around her, wondering where the exit was.

It was as if Mrs Adams could read her thoughts.

‘Of course, if there is a fire drill, the nearest exit is just over there,’ she said pointing. ‘And I’m sure you’ll remember from your visit last term that the toilets are just next to the staffroom and the dining room is behind the hall. If you get lost, just ask one of the children – we’re all very friendly here.’

‘Thanks, Mrs Adams,’ said Jenny.

‘Right then,’ said Mrs Adams. ‘Ready to meet your class?’

Jenny nodded and tried to smile. Then she took a deep breath and opened the door into her new classroom.

The happy chatter stopped and all the children stared at her.

‘Good morning, everyone,’ said Jenny. ‘I’m Miss Brady and I’m going to be your teacher this year. It’s very nice to meet you all...’

Conclusion
Did the ending to that story surprise you? Yes, it was all about a new teacher on her first day at her new school. She had all the same worries that all of you have on starting in a new class or in a new school. No matter how long someone has been a teacher, it’s still exciting and a bit nerve-wracking when we meet our new class for the first time.

The important thing to remember if you’re feeling a bit nervous is that most people feel the same as you do. But we’re a very friendly school and if you’re a bit unsure about something the best thing is to just ask. If you stay quiet when you’ve got a problem, no-one will know that you have one. Ask one of your classmates or a member of staff so they can help you. And within a few days you’ll feel right at home – just as Jenny Brady will do with her new class.

Prayer
Dear Father,
Thank you for all the kind people who are here in this school to help me if I feel a bit nervous. Help me to remember what it’s like to be the new person and to be helpful and friendly to new people when they start school. Amen.

Reflection
All of us have been the new boy or new girl at some time in our lives. It’s important to remember how that feels so we can reassure a new person starting at our school and help them to feel comfortable as quickly as possible.

Further information
What can you do to make a new person feel comfortable at our school? [Take suggestions]
· Smile – a smile goes a long way to make people feel welcome

· Give directions – help people if they get a bit lost/show them around

· Talk – talk to people who might feel a bit lonely because they don’t know anyone in the school

· Be a good friend – how would you like to be treated if you were new at school?
O Lord God,
School is not always easy,
And some days, it is very difficult,
and I struggle to relax and be at peace.
Yet I know that you will give me
patience, wisdom, and courage,
to be excellent in every way,
and you will help me love others,
as you love me. Amen
