Mass for the beginning of the New Academic Year
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 “I am the light of the world whoever follows me will never walk in darkness”

            




            Jn 8:12

                Thanks to Catherine Taggart

                St Jospeh’s Grammar School

                          Donaghmore.

Celebrant  Today we gather to celebrate the opening of our school year.  We ask God’s blessing on all of us and on all that is part of our school life.  We celebrate ourselves - the gifts of who we are and the roles that we offer as students and teachers, assistants and staff, parents and management.  We celebrate our energy and our enthusiasm, our hopes and our dreams, our imaginations and our creativity, our work and our play.  We welcome the invitations and opportunities that will present this year and we ask for courage to embrace the difficulties.  This is a time of beginnings and possibilities, of awakening potential and blossoming of life.  May all that we experience this year be transformed into making the world a better place for all.

In our school community each year group is of equal importance, bringing many gifts and talents, joys and challenges.  We ask God to bless each year group individually and a student from each year group will light a candle as we listen to the blessings which have been selected from the Bible.  We now invite _______________ and _______________ to begin our candle ceremony.

A Blessing for our pupils:
 

_______________________________ represents Year 8

May your friendship with God be strong and healthy.  May that love be both a comfort and a challenge as you struggle to find your way in the New School Year (John 21: 15-19).

_______________________________ represents Year 9

May yours be the gift of reverence for all created things.  May you face bravely and enthusiastically the responsibility to preserve and care for the beauty of the earth 

(Sir 42: 15-43:  33)

_______________________________ represents Year 10

May you not be afraid of the questions that press upon the mind and heart.  May you welcome the questions and wait patiently for the day when they will have their answers  

(Mt. 11: 3)

________________________________ represents Year 11

May the wellsprings of compassion flow deep within you until you can taste the tears of your brothers and sisters (2 Cor 1: 3-7)

________________________________ represents Year 12

May you awake each morning with thank you on your lips and in your heart, recognising that all is a gift, that all is a blessing (Ps 138: 1)

________________________________ represents Year 13

May you be the one with welcome in your smile and hello etched upon your hand, the hand you extend to everyone who blesses you with presence (Lk 7:  36-50)

________________________________ represents Year 14

May you be aware of all the places your feet carry you in the New Year.  May you know “How beautiful are the feet of the messenger of Good News” (Rom 10:  15)

Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world; those who follow me will not walk in darkness.’  We pray today that the light of these candles inspire our hearts with new vision and passion.  May the power of this light bring hope and refreshment so that we may share its warmth and love in our School Community.

Penitential Rite:

Jesus has invited us to be his friends and to share the love he has for us with other people.  Sometimes this is hard and sometimes we make mistakes.  He has forgiven us for the times when we did not show love.  Today, we ask him to help us share his love with others.

For the times when it was easier to do nothing, we are sorry.

Lord Have Mercy

Lord Have Mercy
When we have been unkind to someone, we are sorry.

Christ Have Mercy

Christ Have Mercy
When we have been selfish or dishonest, we are sorry.

Lord Have Mercy

Lord Have Mercy
Opening Prayer: 
God of new beginnings, may this new school year give free rein to our dreams.  Give us the courage we need to make our dreams come true.  Give us the spirit of growth and of gentleness so that new friendships and new ideas will be born in us.  May we be excited by all this year has to offer.  We offer our heart-felt prayer through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

First Reading:
A Reading from the Book of Numbers
The Lord commanded Moses to tell Aaron and his sons to use the following words in blessing the people of Israel:

May the Lord bless you and take care of you;

May the Lord be kind and gracious to you;

May the Lord look on you with favour and give you peace.

And the Lord said, “If they pronounce my name as a blessing upon the people of Israel, I will bless them.

This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm (Sung): At Day Break
At daybreak, I will cry aloud, cry aloud to you.

At daybreak, I will cry aloud, cry aloud to you.

O God, this is my prayer to you; you are list’ning hear my voice.

I hold myself in readiness for you.  In my waiting I watch I watch for you.

O God, give shelter to your care.  I exult to know your ways.

I call on you, O hear my voice, in your wisdom I sing.

Second Reading: A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness.  Let your tolerance be evident to everyone:  the Lord is very near.  There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.  Finally, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything that we love and honour and everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy of praise.  Then the God of peace will be with you.

This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation - Sung

C:
The Lord be with you
R:
And also with you

Celebrant:
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 
When Jesus spoke to the people, he said:

‘I am the light of the world; those who follow me will not be walking in the dark;

they will have the light of life.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to You  Lord Jesus Christ
Homily:

Prayers of the Faithful
1. ________________________________

We pray God’s blessing on the coming school year; on our work, our dreams and our aspirations.  May each of us be filled with a spirit of co-operation and may we share our gifts so that the very best may be achieved.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us
2. ________________________________

For our families and our teachers that they will be given the awareness, insight and patience to lead us to new paths of discovery.  May the Lord bless them for their patience and generosity and may bonds be strengthened through mutual openness and care.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us
3. ________________________________

Lord we ask you to bless all in our community.  We pray especially for all our new students and staff that they will be warmly welcomed and made feel an important part of our school.  Help us to grow in wisdom and in confidence.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us
4. ________________________________

We pray for all those experiencing ill health.  May they find comfort and relief in God’s love and that God’s grace will restore them to full health.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us

5. ________________________________

We pray for all the deceased friends and relatives of our school community.  May God have mercy on their souls and may he comfort and console those who are grieving.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us

6. ________________________________

We pray for those who doubt their abilities, may their families, teachers and fellow students always be at hand to encourage, support and offer practical help when needed.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us
7. ________________________________

Let us pray for Pope Benedict and all our Church leaders.  May the Holy Spirit guide them in their roles.

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us

8. ________________________________
We pray also for those students and staff who have left our school community since this time last year.  

Lord Hear Us

Lord Graciously Hear Us
Offertory Procession - Spoken Interpretation read by __________________________

(Instrumental) - Glendalough
1. ____________________________, the youngest pupil in our school, carries our school register which has recorded the names of each pupil.  We are reminded that each of us are individuals working together as one whole school community.

2. ____________________________ carries our school tie bearing our school crest and motto.  We must strive daily to be faithful to our motto IN HOC SIGNO VINCES - in this sign we conquer.

3. ____________________________ & __________________________ carry photographs of our Year 11 & 13 trips to ..............  These photographs portray our generosity of spirit and level of care to those less well off than ourselves.

4. ____________________________ carries the girls ........... Cup, our most recent achievement representing our untiring endeavours to achieve excellence in all fields including music, culture and sport.

5. ____________________________ brings a lit candle as a symbol of the light of Christ within us.

6. ____________________________ & __________________________ bring the bread and wine, representing the presence of Christ in every aspect of our school community.

All these gifts we bring as a school community to the altar.

Holy Holy 

- Sung

Acclamation 

- Sung

Great Amen 

- Sung

Lamb of God 

- Sung

Communion Hymns 
- ‘I will be the Vine’




- ‘A New Commandment’

Communion Reflection:
Often your tasks will be many.

And more than you think you can do.

Often the road will be rugged.

And the hills insurmountable too.

Always remember the hills ahead.

Are never as steep as they seem.

And with faith in your heart start upward.

And climb ‘till you reach your dream.

Nothing in life that is worthy.

Is ever too hard to achieve.

If you have the courage to try it.

And you have the faith to believe.

Faith is a force that is greater.

Than knowledge or power or skill.

And many defeats turn to triumph.

If you trust in God’s wisdom and will.

Faith is a mover of mountains.

There’s nothing that God cannot do.

So start out today with faith in your heart.

And climb until your dream comes true.

Final Blessing: (Student)
 __________________________
Lord, may your spirit of fire fill us with the passion of your love.

May your spirit of light burn brightly in our hearts.

May your spirit of courage disable fear from paralysing us.

May your spirit of joy enable us to live life to the full.

May your spirit of love prompt us to attend to the needs of others.

May your spirit of truth show us how to be like you.

May your blessing remain with us always.  

Amen.

Final Prayer:


Celebrant:L
Lord, we ask you to bless all of us gathered here today.

Bless the new students that we have welcomed into our community.

May we accept them and see in them the face of Jesus.

Bless our senior students.

Encourage and support them, as they encounter the challenges of the year ahead.

Bless our teachers and the entire staff of the school.

We ask that the Holy Spirit guides and inspires them.

Bless all those who will participate in our sports, activities, and schoolwork.

We offer our gifts and talents to you, Lord, in thanks for all you have given us.

Above all bless this moment, as we dedicate all our efforts to you.
Recessional Hymn:


