Blessing the Crib 
God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation 
you have shown us your love: when our need for a Saviour was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise-up our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Saviour of all,  and who lives and reigns forever and ever.   Amen.
	A Christmas Litany 

	
As Christmas comes round year by year, Lord, we're tempted to say, We've heard all this before. We know the story off by heart. Forgive us, Lord, and remind us of the difference between knowing it and letting it speak to us again and again.

Lord, help us to see ourselves and our own attitudes lived out by people in the Christmas story.

The inn-keeper couldn't find room for you in his inn. Lord, stop us from cluttering up our lives with things that don't really matter, things that crowd you out.

Lord, lots of people missed the glory when it came to Bethlehem, but the shepherds saw it because they were at their jobs. Lord, we pray that we may get a glory in our daily work when we do it as a service to you and to those around us.
Lord, the wise men from the east journeyed hundreds of miles and went to endless trouble to track you down. Lord, you taught us that those who really seek will find. In all times of difficulty and doubt, never let us rest content till we have worked our way through to the Christian answer.


Lord, they brought you gifts of gold and frankincense. Lord, keep our eyes fixed on the great goal of life, to bring you the gold of our loving service and the incense of our worship and adoration. 

Help us to see where Herod is present in our hearts. Set us free from jealousy and envy, may we always seek to recognise your presence in the faces we daily meet and in serving them give you true homage and adoration.    Amen.      
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