“Something told the Wild Geese”        An Advent Carol Service
Introduction

The Christian church calls the four weeks before Christmas ‘Advent’ and that word means ‘coming’. It is the time of year when we get ready for the coming of the most important guest of all time- Jesus Christ.

Advent is the season of getting ready- ready to understand the true meaning of Christmas, ready to ask Jesus into our lives and ready for the time when he will come again. Advent is about waiting- waiting for the Lord.

In the book of the prophet Isaiah it is written:

I am sending my messenger before you to prepare your way. He will be my herald, my voice in the desert, crying “Make ready the way of the Lord – make for him a clear straight path”.

 “Wait For the Lord” – lighting of the Advent wreath. 

As we light this first candle 

· We praise you Lord for your beautiful world.
· May we respect and treasure it.                       
· May we stand back in awe and praise you for it.
As we light this second candle we thank you God for all your people

.

· Guide and bless each of us here.                      
· Watch over and protect all of our families.    
· Comfort and encourage the sick and lonely.   
· May we respect every other person without distinction.  

As we light this third candle we thank God for being the Light of our lives.

· Lord, shine brightly for all people everywhere.

· Lord, lead back to you all those who have gone away.

· Lord, may we be a light to those around us.

The people who walked in darkness

Have seen a great light. 

When they were living in deep darkness

A wonderful light shone for them.

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth to a young girl betrothed to a man named Joseph. Her name was Mary. The angel said to her, “don’t be afraid, Mary. You have been greatly blessed for the Lord is with you. You are to conceive and bear a son and you must name him Jesus.” “I am the handmaid of the Lord” replied Mary, “be it done to me according to your word.”

In this time of prayer I feel God's presence near me. I feel the peace of God's strength flowing through my veins. I feel the healing of God’s love taking away my pain and sorrow. I am not afraid. I belong to God and God belongs to me.

“Once in Royal David’s City”

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, in order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed who was with child. While they were there the time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger- there was no room for them to stay in the inn.

“The Maiden and her Child”

When the road before me is difficult; when friends let me down; when I feel alone and confused I will raise my eyes to God, the one who called my name before I was born. It is Advent. I am watching with all people of good will for the light of the world, for the hope of history. I am not afraid because I belong to God and God belongs to me.

“Just Another Star”

If Jesus Came to You at Christmas 

Would you have to change your clothes before you let him in?

Or hide some magazines and put the bible where they had been?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymns books out?

Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about ?

And I wonder …if the Saviour spent a day or two with you,

Would you go right on doing, the things you always do?

Would you go right on saying, the things you always say,

Or would life for you continue as it does from day to day?

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you go?

Or would you maybe change your plans for just a day or so?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your closest friends?

Or would you hope they stayed away until His visit ends?

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?

Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone ?

It might be interesting to know, the things that you would do,

If Jesus came at Christmas, to spend some time with you.

“Christmas Gloria”

The Jews believed that the messiah would be a wonderful leader and a great person. 

Isaiah wrote:

Someone from David’s family will one day be king.

The spirit of the Lord will be with him.

He will know and honour God the Father.

He will treat the poor and needy with fairness and justice.

He will be a light for the world

“Gaudete”

More than two thousand years have gone by since the Son of God was born in a place called Bethlehem, and laid lovingly in a manger by Mary his mother. Every year, during the season of Advent, we remember and retell the events that led up to the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. We recall that God’s love for the world was, and still is, so great that he sent his only beloved Son to show us the way to his love and his kingdom.

And yet, as we are caught up in the busy preparations for the Christmas celebrations, we need to remind ourselves that Jesus isn’t simply someone who belongs in the past events of 2,000 years ago, or someone who has promised to return at some unknown time in the future. He is here now- God living with us in the present. We bump into him every day in the people we meet all around us. So, perhaps as Christmas draws closer, we should ask ourselves, 'Do we welcome Jesus into our lives every day or do we restrict our welcome to this special time once a year?

“Peace is only a Starry Night”

“Christmas Lullaby”

Final Reflection

 A Christmas Reflection
1 Corinthians 13 –A Christmas Version.
If I decorate my house perfectly with fancy bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny ornaments, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of mince pies, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautiful adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another cook.
IfI work in the soup kitchen, sing carols in the nursing home and give all that I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing.
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the decorating to spend time with family.  Love is kind, though harried and tired.

Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens.

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there to be in the way.

Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to those who can’t.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails. Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving the gift of love will endure.

Some thoughts as you prepare for Christmas !
.
“Silent Night”

Conclusion

When Jesus was born, he was the promised Messiah. Yet very few recognised him; they were not looking for a Messiah born in a manger. They were looking for someone rich, famous and powerful.

They searched in all the wrong places. 

So too it is often with us.

When we try to find Christ in our own world, we often look in all the wrong places.

So when does the work of Christmas really begin? When the star in the sky is gone, when the shepherds are back with their flocks – that is when the work of Christmas begins – to heal the broken hearted, to make time for family, to forgive, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to bring peace among people.

‘O, Holy Night’

