The Sacrament of Reconciliation – A Year-Group Celebration
Note: This celebration is best done in a time and place apart from the normal Religion lesson. Contact the local priest well in advance. (See attached sample letter.) He might find it helpful to have a copy of the rite that follows. It might also be possible to contact and invite other local clergy. A candle (or candles) may be lit.

Introduction

Sign of the Cross

Priest

The Lord be with you.

All

And also with you.

The celebrant greets those present and briefly reminds them why they have gathered together. He may use the following words:

Priest

God sees the good in us and is always patient with us.

Sometimes we are not patient with people. 

We do not see them as God sees them.

So, today, we say that we are sorry.

We know that God is always waiting to forgive us.

Let us pray, asking God’s help with our lives.

(Pause for silent prayer)

God of love and forgiveness,

in Baptism you made us members of the Church.

Forgive us our sins

and help us to live as the Body of Christ.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

One of the students carries the Bible in procession. (Two candle-bearers may walk alongside the Bible. Incense may also be used.) The child places the Bible reverently on the ambo (or reading stand), bows and returns to her/his place. (Candle and incense bearers do likewise.) 

Priest

God’s word today helps us to celebrate the love and forgiveness of God. As we listen to the story of the Prodigal Son, we remember again that God always loves us. We remember, too, that sometimes we do not love God: we do not live as God wants. We are like the Prodigal Son, who turned his back on his father. Today, with God’s love and help, we come to say that we are sorry. We come back to God, like the Prodigal Son who returns. We know that God is like the father of the Prodigal Son, always waiting to forgive us. (Pause)
Let us stand to greet the Gospel.

If possible, all sing a Gospel Acclamation.

Priest

The Lord be with you.

All

And also with you.

Priest

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke (Luke 15: 11-32).

All

Glory to you, Lord.

The celebrant reads the story of the Prodigal Son as given for the Fourth Sunday of Lent (C), on pp. 285-6, Lectionary, Volume I.

Reflection on the Gospel

The children may wish to do a piece of drama here based on their work on the story of the Lost Son. Alternatively, the class or an individual child might read/recite the poem version of the Prodigal Son story. Alternatively, individual children might take one verse each; the last verse might then be said by all the children together. 

The Loving Father

Once, long ago, there lived a wealthy man

And he had land and riches of great worth.

He had two sons who were his pride and joy.

He loved them more than anything on earth.

One day the younger took his share of wealth and left.

The father watched his son depart.

He watched until he disappeared from view,

And a great love was heavy in his heart.

The father was so sad each time he heard

The stories that his neighbours spread around.

Yet, still the father’s love was deep and strong.

'Now he is lost,' he said, 'but he will be found.'

Each day he waited for his son’s return

Saying 'He will come back, of that I’m sure'.

And then, one joyful day, he saw far off

His son returning, dressed in rags and poor.

The father rushed to meet him eagerly.

He held him tightly, looked on him and smiled.

And everybody marvelled when they saw

The great love of the father for his child.

(Caitríona O’Carroll)

Examination of Conscience

Priest

Patient God,

because you know the goodness that is in us, you wait for us always. 

You never give up. 

We thank you for the love that is in each one of us.

May your love grow in us as we think about the times we have been unloving to you, to the world, and to other people whom you also love. 

All 

Prayer for Forgiveness

O my God, help me to remember the times when I didn’t live as Jesus asked me to. Help me to be sorry and to try again. Amen.

The celebrant invites the children to remember the times when they have been unloving to God, to the world, and to others.

If it seems appropriate to the teacher or students, the following may be amended or substituted to include other things.

Reader

If we have been selfish and thought only of suiting ourselves (pause), 

we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have forgotten about other people and done only what we wanted (pause), we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have not honoured our parents or guardians (pause), 

we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have caused rows and arguments (pause), 

we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have forgotten to pray to God and to thank God for all the gifts we have been given (pause), 

we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have been jealous of other people and thought more of what they had (pause), we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have told lies to get ourselves out of awkward situations (pause), we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have been mean (pause),

 we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have refused to forgive others (pause), 

we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Reader 

If we have made it hard for people to say that they are sorry (pause), 

we will ask God’s forgiveness.

All

God, forgive us!

Liturgy of Reconciliation

General Confession of Sins

Priest

We confess to God that we have sinned; we confidently remember God’s mercy as we say together:

All

I confess to almighty God,

And to you, my brothers and sisters,

That I have sinned through my own fault,

In my thoughts and in my words,

In what I have done,

And in what I have failed to do;

And I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin,

All the angels and saints,

And you, my brothers and sisters,

To pray for me to the Lord our God. Amen.

Priest

The love of God is without limit and his mercy knows no bounds.

We pray to God to help us to change our lives as we say:

God, help us to live as Jesus asked.

All

God, help us to live as Jesus asked.

Priest

You welcome us home like the prodigal son:

may we never forget your love.

All

God, help us to live as Jesus asked.

Priest

You bring us together as members of one Body:

may we live together with others in love and peace.

All

God, help us to live as Jesus asked.

Priest

You look for us like the Good Shepherd:

may we leave sin and selfishness behind.

All

God, help us to live as Jesus asked.

Priest

You have connected yourself to us in a covenant of love:

as with people long ago, may your covenant change our ways.

All

God, help us to live as Jesus asked.

Priest

You teach us to love others and to forgive their sins against us:

help us to make a new effort and to try again.

Now let us pray in the words our Saviour gave us:

All

Our Father… /Ár nAthair…

Priest

Father, our source of life,

you know our weaknesses.

May we reach out with joy to grasp your hand

and walk more readily in your ways.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

Individual Confession and Absolution

The students are now invited to approach a priest. Each one acknowledges his or her own sinfulness and expresses his or her sorrow before the priest. The priest extends his hands over the head of each penitent and says the Absolution, ending with the words: ‘I absolve you from your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen'. The priest encourages the child to live as Jesus asks and proposes a suitable act of penance. The act of penance should correspond, as far as possible, to the seriousness and nature of the wrongdoings mentioned. It might take the form of a prayer, an act of self-denial, or an act of kindness to another.

Concluding Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Sending Out.

All

Prayer after Forgiveness

O my God, thank you for forgiving me. 

Help me to love others.

Help me to live as Jesus asked me to. Amen.

Priest

We thank you, God, for the Good News of your forgiveness.

Through Jesus, your Son, we know that your love is with us always.

We praise and thank you for forgiving us our sins.

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

Priest

The Lord be with you.

All

And also with you.

Priest

May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit.

All

Amen.

Priest

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.

Sample Letter for Teacher

Name/Address of School and telephone No.

Very reverend and dear Father,
We plan to have a celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation at our school. I am writing to you and to several other local priests to ask for help. 
The arrangements for the celebration are as follows: 
Date: 
Start Time:
End Time: 
Place:
Please leave a telephone message with the school secretary to say whether or not you can be available for the celebration. 
I enclose a copy of the text that we hope to use. 
With best wishes,
 
 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________
(Name) 
(Post of Responsibility
6

