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Jesus is the Light that shines in the darkness. Today’s Liturgy reminds us of the darkness in which that light shone. It puts before us the courage and conviction of Jesus. Jesus faces the malevolence of his enemies, the betrayal of friends, the mockery and torture of the legal power, the miscarriage of justice, and the agony of death by crucifixion .From the cross, he can see who is there. From the cross, he can also see who is not there. 

The Resurrection is not a cheap grace. The world and all its hatred had the full run of Good Friday. Evil called for the destruction of the One who washed the Feet.  Wickedness would make no room for the compassionate service of others

Jesus is the Light that shines in the darkness. And what darkness it was! ‘Away with him, away with him, crucify him!’ the crowd cries.

They reject Jesus, the Light. But, they do not just reject the light. They prefer the dark and they choose it.  

‘We have no king but Caesar!’ they say. At that point, they are willing to believe in anybody, even sworn enemies.  

The Gospel shows the religious leaders  paying attention to any and every detail so as to sanctify their injustice. Many people have shared in the darkness that Jesus faced this day. Yet, Jesus is the light that darkness could not overpower. His light shone most brightly in the darkness of Good Friday.  

The Resurrection shows  how thoroughly he triumphed over darkness and death.   That is why we call this day Good Friday. That is why today’s vestment is the red of the martyr and not the purple of the mourner.

When we think of Jesus as light, we might be inclined to think of the star in the East, the worshipping Kings, and the choirs of angels. But John the Evangelist has seen the horror of the cross. Of all the evangelists,  John especially sees the light of Jesus in his death on the Cross.  

On Good Friday, the light truly shone in the darkness and the darkness could not overcome it. It was the wood of the Cross that revealed the Light of the World.

At the end when Jesus says, ‘It is accomplished!’  he had shown us what it means to say that ‘God so loves the world.’ He has given us a whole new light in which to see our life and our world. Words alone cannot do justice to the light that Jesus brought us. No wonder the liturgy of this day calls to us: Come let us worship!

